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Welcome to the captivating world of 'Crossing Jerusalem and Other Plays,'
a profound collection by renowned poet and playwright Tony Harrison.
Published by Oberon Modern Plays, this extraordinary anthology invites
readers to embark on a thought-provoking journey, delving into the intricate
tapestry of human identity, conflict, and the complexities of the modern
world.

A Masterful Collection of Modern Theater

'Crossing Jerusalem and Other Plays' is a testament to Harrison's
exceptional literary prowess. Each play in this anthology stands as a
powerful testament to the universality of human experience, transcending
cultural and geographical boundaries. Through a deft blend of poetry,
realism, and historical context, Harrison's writing resonates with both the
heart and mind.

1. Crossing Jerusalem

The titular play, 'Crossing Jerusalem,' is a poignant meditation on the
intertwined destinies of two poets from different worlds. Set against the
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backdrop of the conflict in the Middle East, the play explores the
complexities of identity, faith, and the search for common ground amidst
seemingly insurmountable divides.

2. Trackers

'Trackers' is a thought-provoking examination of the horrors of war and its
lasting legacy. Through the eyes of a group of British soldiers, we witness
the devastating effects of conflict on both the individual and society as a
whole.

3. The Trackers of Oxyrhynchus

'The Trackers of Oxyrhynchus' is a fascinating exploration of the power of
words and the enduring nature of human civilization. Set in the ancient city
of Oxyrhynchus, the play follows a group of scholars as they piece together
fragments of lost texts.

4. The Gaze of the Gorgon

'The Gaze of the Gorgon' is a haunting and evocative exploration of
violence, revenge, and the consequences of our actions. The play delves
into the aftermath of a brutal crime, examining the psychological and social
implications for both the perpetrator and the victim's family.

Themes that Resonate with the Modern World

'Crossing Jerusalem and Other Plays' is a collection that resonates with the
complexities of the modern world. Harrison's writing confronts the
challenges of identity, conflict, and the search for meaning in an ever-
changing global landscape.



Throughout the plays, Harrison explores the following themes:

Identity and Belonging: The characters in Harrison's plays struggle to
find their place in a world marked by division and displacement.

The Impact of Conflict: War and violence leave an indelible mark on
individuals and communities, shaping their lives and identities.

The Power of History: Harrison's plays are infused with historical
context, highlighting the ways in which the past reverberates through
the present.

The Search for Meaning: Amidst the chaos and uncertainty of
modern life, Harrison's characters grapple with the fundamental
questions of existence and purpose.

Critical Acclaim and Recognition

'Crossing Jerusalem and Other Plays' has garnered widespread critical
acclaim, with reviewers praising Harrison's masterful storytelling and
thought-provoking insights.

The collection has received numerous accolades, including:

Shortlisted for the Tony Award for Best Play

Winner of the Evening Standard Award for Best Play

Included in the Guardian's list of the best plays of the 21st century

: A Must-Read for Theater Enthusiasts and Literary Aficionados

'Crossing Jerusalem and Other Plays' is an essential collection for theater
enthusiasts and literary aficionados alike. Harrison's masterful writing,



coupled with the profound themes he explores, makes this anthology a truly
unforgettable experience.

Prepare to be captivated, challenged, and deeply moved as you journey
through the pages of 'Crossing Jerusalem and Other Plays.' This
extraordinary collection will ignite your imagination and leave a lasting
impact on your understanding of the human condition.
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