Escalation and Deterrence in the Second
Space Age: Critical Insights for a New Era

The Second Space Age is upon us, and with it comes a new set of
challenges and opportunities for policymakers and practitioners alike. As
space becomes increasingly contested, it is critical to understand the
dynamics of escalation and deterrence in this new environment. This report
from the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) provides an
in-depth analysis of these issues, offering a roadmap for how policymakers
can navigate this complex landscape.
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The Second Space Age
The Second Space Age is characterized by a number of key factors,

including:

= The growing number of actors in space, including both states and non-
state entities
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= The increasing militarization of space, with the development of new
space weapons and technologies

= The increasing use of space for commercial purposes

These factors are creating a more complex and challenging environment
for space policy, and they are making it more difficult to maintain stability
and prevent conflict in space.

Escalation and Deterrence

Escalation and deterrence are two key concepts in space policy. Escalation
refers to the process by which a conflict in space can spiral out of control,
leading to a wider war. Deterrence, on the other hand, refers to the
measures that can be taken to prevent a conflict from escalating in the first
place.

In the Second Space Age, there are a number of factors that could
contribute to escalation, including:

= The increasing number of actors in space, which could lead to
miscalculations and misunderstandings

= The militarization of space, which could make it more difficult to
distinguish between hostile and non-hostile activities

= The increasing use of space for commercial purposes, which could

create new targets for attack

In Free Download to prevent escalation, it is important to develop clear and
effective deterrence measures. These measures should be designed to



make it clear to potential adversaries that the costs of aggression in space
outweigh the benefits.

Policy Recommendations

The CSIS report makes a number of policy recommendations for how to
prevent escalation and maintain stability in the Second Space Age. These
recommendations include:

= Developing a clear and comprehensive space policy that articulates
the United States' interests and objectives in space

= Investing in space capabilities to deter aggression and defend our
interests

= Working with allies and partners to develop a common understanding
of the threats and challenges in space

= Developing confidence-building measures to reduce the risk of
miscalculation and misunderstanding

= Negotiating new arms control agreements to prevent the
weaponization of space

These recommendations are essential for ensuring that the Second Space
Age is a period of peace and stability. By taking these steps, we can help to
prevent conflict in space and protect our national security and interests.

The Second Space Age is a time of both great promise and great peril. By
understanding the dynamics of escalation and deterrence, we can help to
shape this new era and ensure that it is a period of peace and prosperity.
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