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In the realm of contemporary religious and political discourse, the concept
of "Hindu terror" has gained significant traction. It is a term often employed
to describe alleged extremist violence perpetrated by Hindu nationalist
organizations.

However, a comprehensive and groundbreaking book, meticulously
researched and authored by eminent journalist and author Rajiv Malhotra,
challenges this deeply ingrained narrative. "The Myth of Hindu Terror"
delves deep into the complexities of Hindu-Muslim relations in India,
offering a nuanced and evidence-based perspective that dispels the
misconceptions and unfounded claims that perpetuate fear and division.

The Genesis of a Dangerous Narrative
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The book traces the origins of the "Hindu terror" narrative back to the
colonial period, revealing how British rulers strategically sowed discord
between Hindu and Muslim communities to maintain their grip on India.
This strategy of "divide and rule" laid the foundation for the communal
tensions that have plagued India in the post-colonial era.

Malhotra meticulously examines the role of vested political interests in
fueling the Hindu terror narrative, demonstrating how it has been utilized to
silence legitimate criticism, suppress dissent, and marginalize minority
voices.

Examining the Evidence

"The Myth of Hindu Terror" presents a rigorous analysis of alleged incidents
of Hindu extremism, carefully scrutinizing the evidence and exposing the
flaws and inconsistencies in the claims made by proponents of the
narrative. Malhotra uncovers the motivations behind the fabrication of false
narratives, highlighting the political agenda that drives such campaigns of
disinformation.

In a particularly compelling chapter, the book uncovers the truth behind the
infamous Gujarat riots of 2002. Malhotra meticulously challenges the widely
propagated notion that these riots were orchestrated by Hindu nationalists,
providing a balanced and fact-based account that sheds light on the
complex web of factors that contributed to the tragedy.

The Role of the Sangh Parivar

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),a Hindu nationalist
organization, has often been accused of being the driving force behind
Hindu terror. However, Malhotra's extensive research reveals a more



nuanced picture, demonstrating that the RSS's actual ideology and track
record stand in stark contrast to the accusations leveled against it.

The book explores the RSS's emphasis on non-violence, its commitment to
social service, and its efforts to promote inter-communal harmony. Malhotra
provides compelling evidence that the vast majority of RSS members are
peace-loving individuals who have played a positive role in Indian society.

Debunking the Stereotypes

One of the most valuable aspects of "The Myth of Hindu Terror" is its ability
to shatter the stereotypes that perpetuate fear and mistrust between
Hindus and Muslims. Malhotra challenges the simplistic notion that all
Hindus are intolerant and violent, arguing instead that the vast majority are
peace-loving and committed to pluralism.

He also highlights the diversity within the Muslim community in India,
showcasing the wide range of perspectives and attitudes that exist.
Malhotra emphasizes that generalizations about entire communities are
both dangerous and inaccurate.

Truth Unmasked

In its concluding chapters, "The Myth of Hindu Terror" issues a clarion call
for truth and reconciliation. Malhotra urges readers to move beyond the
divisive rhetoric that has polarized Indian society and embrace a more
nuanced and inclusive narrative.

He presents a path forward that prioritizes the rule of law, rejects violence
and extremism, and fosters a spirit of mutual respect and understanding
between all communities. The book emphasizes the urgent need to counter



hate speech, promote inter-religious dialogue, and educate the younger
generation about the true nature of communal harmony.

"The Myth of Hindu Terror" is a groundbreaking work of scholarship that
challenges a dangerous and misleading narrative that has taken hold in
contemporary discourse. Rajiv Malhotra's meticulous research and
compelling arguments provide a much-needed corrective to the false
accusations that have been leveled against Hindu nationalists.

By exposing the truth and dispelling the myths that divide, "The Myth of
Hindu Terror" paves the way for a more just and harmonious society where
all communities can live together in peace and mutual respect.
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