
The Never-Ending Legacy of Lottie Moon:
China's Missionary Icon
Early Life and Calling

Anna Maria Moon, known affectionately as Lottie, was born in 1840 in
Albemarle County, Virginia. Her devout parents instilled in her a deep faith
from a young age. Despite facing financial hardship, Lottie displayed
exceptional academic prowess and became a teacher. However, a
profound spiritual experience at a revival in 1866 ignited a burning desire
within her to serve as a missionary.
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Mission to China

In 1873, Lottie joined the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board and set
sail for China. She arrived in the midst of political and social turmoil and
bravely ventured into the remote interior to preach the Gospel. Despite
encountering resistance and persecution, Lottie's unwavering
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determination and gentle spirit won over hearts. She established churches,
founded schools, and trained Chinese evangelists, laying the foundation for
a thriving Christian community.

Enduring Sacrifices

Lottie's missionary journey was marked by countless sacrifices. She faced
illness, loneliness, and cultural barriers. Her meager salary and basic living
conditions were a constant reminder of her commitment to serving others.
Yet, through it all, Lottie's faith remained unshaken. She wrote to her
supporters, "I have never felt so happy in my life as I do here among my
dear Chinese."

Legacy of Evangelism

Lottie's unwavering evangelistic zeal had a transformative impact on the
Chinese Church. She believed that every person deserved to hear the
message of Jesus Christ, regardless of their social status or circumstances.
Her emphasis on personal evangelism and outreach laid the groundwork
for a vibrant church growth movement that continues to this day.

Founding the Woman's Missionary Union

In 1888, Lottie returned to the United States for a brief furlough. During this
time, she founded the Woman's Missionary Union (WMU),a
groundbreaking organization dedicated to mobilizing women for missions.
WMU quickly became a formidable force, providing financial support,
prayer, and educational resources to missionaries around the world.

A Legacy that Lives On



Lottie Moon passed away in 1912, but her legacy as a missionary icon lives
on. The WMU continues to thrive, supporting over 1,500 women
missionaries in 80 countries. The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, an
annual fundraising drive, has raised over $2 billion to support mission work
in China and other nations.

The Power of Faith and Courage

Lottie Moon's life is a testament to the power of faith and courage. Her
unwavering belief in God's call, her willingness to sacrifice, and her
unwavering commitment to sharing the Gospel transformed countless lives.
She left an enduring legacy of faith, perseverance, and service that
continues to inspire generations of missionaries and believers.

A Lasting Impact on China

Today, the Chinese Church is one of the largest and fastest-growing
Christian communities in the world. Lottie Moon's missionary work played a
pivotal role in laying the foundation for this remarkable growth. Her legacy
continues to shape the faith of Chinese believers, bringing hope, peace,
and eternal life to a nation that was once closed to the Gospel.

Call to Action

The legacy of Lottie Moon calls us to reflect on our own commitment to
missions. Whether serving locally or overseas, every Christian has a role to
play in sharing the love of Christ with others. Let us be inspired by Lottie's
unwavering faith and bold spirit as we continue to build God's kingdom
throughout the world.
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