
The Southern Weekly Protests: A Harbinger of
the Fate of Civil Society in Xi Jinping's China

In 2013, a series of protests erupted in China over a controversial New
Year's editorial in the Southern Weekly, a respected liberal newspaper
based in Guangzhou. The editorial, which called for political reform and

https://reader.apooobooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlR0NlhvXC90WU81c2ZZUExHNDl6bDd1YzQ3bnd5cnBNWndXMVhENVVHVmRubVwvc1lxTGgzTFdIcGFuOSt0RHNYOWVyVnQwMVwvMHZpY3A3K3lMeU5VOFEwenBnTVprbng5ME5lWmNoUlA5NTIxKzhaVytCTVpHa2E2VjFBMVhYbm83cWVqMHpwcjJGaDJsVDhcL0I2cVBRRTBXRlwvVlJHXC9JZmozU3ZBZTBTRE9FWEJDc2lnYVBzOUtmbU5tdzYwRVViS3dROUxWZm4wODJlOWpRSTMwcEpDcUFTRHVMa3RPd09aM1lsYmE0RjhZSWQ2Mm50enNXVnFBOHV4OFVQbWtsejMiLCJpdiI6IjAzOWNlZDJhMDY4NDJmYzI1YmMwYzMzNWVlNWZjOTNlIiwicyI6IjMyZDI2OTIwMWFmNjM3ZjQifQ%3D%3D


greater press freedom, was censored by the government, sparking outrage
among journalists, intellectuals, and ordinary citizens.

The protests were a watershed moment in Chinese history, marking a
turning point in the relationship between the government and civil society.
They also foreshadowed the crackdown on dissent that has intensified
under President Xi Jinping.
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The Southern Weekly Protests

The Southern Weekly protests began on January 3, 2013, when the
newspaper published an editorial entitled "China's Dream: The Rule of Law
Should Take Precedence." The editorial, which was written by the
newspaper's editor-in-chief, Yu Shaole, called for political reform and
greater press freedom.

The editorial was quickly censored by the government, and Yu was forced
to resign. In response, journalists and intellectuals from across China
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launched a series of protests in support of Yu and the Southern Weekly.

The protests were met with a heavy-handed response from the
government. Police used force to disperse the protesters, and several
people were detained. The government also tightened its control over the
media, and several websites and social media accounts that had reported
on the protests were shut down.

Despite the government's crackdown, the Southern Weekly protests had a
significant impact on Chinese society. They raised awareness of the issue
of press freedom in China, and they showed that there was still a demand
for political reform.

The Fate of Civil Society in Xi Jinping's China

The Southern Weekly protests were a harbinger of the crackdown on
dissent that has intensified under President Xi Jinping. Since coming to
power in 2012, Xi has tightened the government's control over the media,
academia, and civil society.

Xi's crackdown on dissent has been driven by a number of factors,
including his belief that a strong and stable government is essential for
China's continued economic development. Xi also believes that Western
ideas about democracy and human rights are a threat to the Chinese
Communist Party's monopoly on power.

As a result of Xi's crackdown, many civil society organizations have been
shut down or forced to curtail their activities. Independent journalists and
intellectuals have been harassed, detained, and imprisoned. And the



government has tightened its control over the internet, making it more
difficult for citizens to express their views freely.

The crackdown on dissent in China is a serious threat to the country's
future. A healthy civil society is essential for a healthy democracy, and Xi's
crackdown is making it increasingly difficult for Chinese citizens to hold
their government accountable.

The Southern Weekly Protests: A Call for Action

The Southern Weekly protests were a reminder that the Chinese people
have a strong desire for political reform and greater press freedom. The
government's crackdown on dissent is a betrayal of that desire.

The international community must not stand idly by while Xi Jinping
silences his critics and destroys civil society in China. We must speak out
in support of the Chinese people and their right to freedom of expression.

We must also support organizations that are working to promote
democracy and human rights in China. These organizations are providing a
vital lifeline to those who are fighting for a better future for their country.

The Southern Weekly protests were a call for action. We must answer that
call and stand up for the rights of the Chinese people.
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