
Unveiling the Legacy of Detroit's Mayor
Coleman Young through His Profound
Quotations: The African American Life Series
Presents "The Quotations of Mayor Coleman
Young"
In the annals of history, the name Coleman Young stands as a beacon of
leadership, resilience, and unwavering dedication to social justice and
urban renewal. As the first African American mayor of Detroit, Young's
tenure was marked by transformative policies and a profound impact on the
city's landscape and its people.

Beyond his political achievements, Young was also a master orator, known
for his incisive wit, biting honesty, and unwavering commitment to his
beliefs. The book "The Quotations of Mayor Coleman Young," part of the
esteemed African American Life Series, offers a remarkable collection of
his most unforgettable quotes, providing a window into the mind of a
visionary leader who left an enduring legacy on Detroit and the nation.
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Leadership and Governance

Coleman Young's leadership style was characterized by boldness,
determination, and an unflinching belief in the power of the people. His
quotes on leadership and governance reflect his unwavering commitment
to serving the community and empowering citizens:

"A leader is like a shepherd. He stays behind the flock, letting the most
nimble go out ahead, whereupon the others follow, not realizing that all
along they are being directed from behind."

"The best way to make people do what you want is to show them that
it is in their best interest."

"If you're going to lead, lead by example."

Civil Rights and Social Justice

Young was a staunch advocate for civil rights and social justice. His quotes
on these issues reveal his deep understanding of the challenges faced by
African Americans and his unwavering determination to fight for equality:

"There are two Americas: one black, one white. They are separate and
unequal."

"I'm not a racist. I don't believe in discrimination. But I do believe in
self-determination."

"The only way to end racism is to make it unfashionable."
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Urban Renewal and Economic Development

Under Young's leadership, Detroit underwent a significant urban renewal
and economic development initiative. His quotes on these topics
underscore his vision for a revitalized and thriving city:

"Detroit is a great city. We're going to make it greater."

"The only way to solve our problems is to invest in our people."

"We need to create a city where everyone has a stake in its future."

Personal Reflections and Inspirations

The book also includes a selection of Young's more personal reflections
and inspirational quotes, offering a glimpse into the inner workings of his
mind and the values that shaped his life:

"I'm not afraid of hard work. I'm not afraid of long hours. And I'm not
afraid to stand up for what I believe in."

"The key to success is to never give up."

"The greatest satisfaction in life is helping others."

"The Quotations of Mayor Coleman Young," part of the African American
Life Series, is a testament to the enduring legacy of a visionary leader who
transformed Detroit and left an indelible mark on American history. Through
his profound words, Young continues to inspire us to strive for a more just,
equitable, and prosperous society.



This book is a must-read for anyone interested in American history, civil
rights, urban renewal, or leadership. It is a valuable resource for scholars,
students, policymakers, and anyone seeking to understand the
complexities of urban life and the challenges faced by our communities. By
delving into Young's wisdom, we gain valuable insights into the past and
are empowered to shape a better future.

Free Download your copy of "The Quotations of Mayor Coleman Young"
today and embark on a journey through the mind of a remarkable leader
whose words continue to resonate with power and inspiration.

About the Author

Coleman Alexander Young (May 15, 1918 – November 29, 1997) served as
the 65th Mayor of Detroit, Michigan from 1974 to 1994. He was the first
African American to hold the position.

Young was born in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and moved to Detroit with his
family when he was a child. He graduated from Cass Technical High
School and served in the U.S. Army during World War II. After the war,
Young worked as a union organizer and civil rights activist before entering
politics.

As Mayor of Detroit, Young oversaw a number of significant urban renewal
projects, including the construction of the Renaissance Center and the
Detroit People Mover. He also implemented a number of social programs,
such as the Detroit Plan for Economic Development and the Detroit Youth
Employment Program.



Young was a controversial figure throughout his career, but he was also a
popular and effective leader. He was known for his blunt speech and his
willingness to stand up for his beliefs, even when they were unpopular.

Young died of a heart attack in 1997. He is buried in Elmwood Cemetery in
Detroit.
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